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9 September 1944, health appropriations amounted to only 2-3% percent of the
entire national budgat. In 1947 they rese to 6-6.8 percent.
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OF 1TS CONTENTS IN ANY WANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON 13 PRO-
HIBITED BY LAW. REPRODUCTION OF TH'S FORM 13 PROMIBITED. ;
SOURCE sdrowle Publiczrns, Vol IXV1, No 5-8, 1950. ‘
MEASUFES T0 IMPROVE HEALTR CONDITICNS 1IN BULLIARTIA .
The Comnunist government has teken a serizs of measures to raise the health
and sanitation levsl of the Bulgarian pzople and to scmbat mortality. Before :
A law was passed in 1946 providing for 3 montha’ paid leave and free hos-
pital treatment for expectant mothers. Children up to 15 years of age are also
entitled to free care to hospitals and sznatorie. The law contains provisions
facilitating the openirg of maternity ¢linicz, day nurseries, and xindergartens. )
The raising of large families is encouraged through grants and other benefits,.
The number of materaity clinics has increaged from 26 to 412, The number
of births attended by midwives has doubled. Sixty-one new tuberculosis sanitoria
and six comps for children threatened with tiberculesis have been opened. For
the first time in Bulgeria night _‘/_51_9_7 sanatorie have bean established to treat
chest discases of workers. The number of beds for tubercular patlents has in-
creased 110 percent, the number of factory physicians 125 percent.

+ A State Socisl Security Administration, which provides workers and employees
with medical assistance, bas been established. The number of dispensaries has
grown from 17 before 9 September 19Lh4 to 153. In 194B aloume these dispenseries
treated 7 million cases and gave physical checkups. The number of bospitals hes
1n§reaa§d 20 percent, hospital beds 35 percent, and special hospitel wards from
134 to 410.

Following the nationalization of spacicus country villas, workers could be
gent there to enjoy rest in health resorts. The number of beda ¢iailable in
these resorts has increased sevenfold. Bulgaria's health resorts now provide
housing and rest facilities for 390,000 workers each year. The first Bulgarian
State Research Inetitwuwa for Physical Therapy and Health Resorts h- . been es-
tablished. .
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The state provides substantial fuuds for the equipment of health resorts,
the construction of baths, medicinal springs, etc. In 1946, 16 million leva
were appropriated for this purpose, 300 million in 1947, 40O million in 1948,
and 600 million in 1950, The mumber of rural health centers has increased 1
28 percent. A total of 142 health institutions have been set up, while another {
155 are under construction.

The results of the above measures have been considerable. The birth rate
has increased and mortality has diminished, especially among children. In fact,
child mortality has decreased over 30 percent during the last 4 years.

The number of contagious disease cases has been reduced by one third, and
mortality caused by these diseases has been reduced two thirds. Malaris cases
also show & considersble decline. It is expected that the construction of hos-
pitals, clinics, and other nealth establishments will be doubled during the
second halr of the Five-Year Plan, as compared with the number in' 1948. By the
end of the Five-Year Plan, medical personnel will be increased 170 percent as
compared with 1948, dentists 112 percent, and hospital male nurses 115 percent .
A school to train male nurses will bde established. The pumber of midwives will
be 130 percent higher than in 1948, the number of nurses 287 percent, and of
children's nurses 556 percent., The number of hospital beds will be 126 percent
greater by the end of the Five-Year Plan than in 19L48. )

The USSR has supplied large quantities of medical and pharmaceutical pro-
ducts and equipment for laboratories and hospitals.
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